
MAJOR  SCALES 
 
To figure out how to play a major scale in a certain key, all you need is the following 

information: 
 

1)  All scales begin and end on the name of the key.  For example: the C major scale 
begins on C. 

 
2)  Then go alphabetically up to the next C and back down.  Use every letter name 

only once. 
 C   D   E   F   G   A   B   C  //  C   B   A   G   F   E   D   C   
            up        down 
 

3)  Key signature:  The key of C has no sharps (#) and no flats (b).  For all other scales 
you, must add the correct sharps or flats.  (Major scales never have both sharps and 
flats in the key signature.) 

Looking at the chart below, we can see that: 
> The key of F has a Bb, so the scale is:  F   G   A   Bb  C   D   E   F  
> The key of G has an F#, so the scale is:  G   A   B   C   D   E   F#  G 
 
 

MEMORIZE THE KEY SIGNATURE FOR THE SCALE YOU WANT TO PLAY!! 
 

Key of C   = no sharps, no flats  
 F   = Bb Key of   G  = F# 
 Bb = Bb Eb D  = F# C# 
 Eb = Bb Eb Ab A = F# C# G#  
 Ab = Bb Eb Ab Db  E  = F# C# G# D#  
 Db = Bb Eb Ab Db Gb  B  = F# C# G# D# A#  
 Gb = Bb Eb Ab Db Gb Cb  F#= F# C# G# D# A# E# 
 Cb = Bb Eb Ab Db Gb Cb Fb C#= F# C# G# D# A# E# B# 
 
So three rules for building a major scale: 
1. The name of the scale is its first note 
2. Go alphabetically up and back down, using each letter name only once 
3. Add key signature 

 
 
Major scales have the following interval pattern where R=Root, H=Half Step, W=Whole 
Step: 
  R   W   W  H  W  W  W  H 
         example:  C    D   E   F    G   A   B   C 
 
    There is a whole step between C & D,  D & E, half step between E & F, etc. 
 
 
 
 


